
From the Arctic to the Antarctic
you too can make a difference. Join us.

The Friends of the Scott Polar Research Institute 

www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends

S U P P O R T I N G  P O L A R  
S C I E N C E  A N D  H E R I T A G E 

Did you know...



Inspire. Discover. Understand. Protect.

The Friends of  
the Scott Polar  

Research Institute 
is a charity and  

relies on your  
support

Established over 70 
years ago, we support 
the research and 
heritage work of  the 
Scott Polar Research 
Institute (SPRI). We are 
proud of  our vibrant 
membership and worldwide community, and  
care passionately about the Arctic and Antarctic.



What is the 
Scott Polar  
Research 
Institute?

The Institute was founded in 1920 as a 
memorial to Captain Robert Falcon Scott and 
his four companions who died on their return 
journey from the South Pole in 1912.

As part of  the University of  Cambridge, 
the Institute is home to exceptional polar 
heritage collections. Many of  the stunning 
objects, photographs and archive materials are 
displayed in the Polar Museum, and visitors  
travel from all over the world to use the 
Institute’s library, the World’s premier polar 
information centre.

Inspire future generations 

with dramatic tales of polar 

exploration, past and present

Discover the stories of  

the world’s coldest, driest and 

windiest places 

Understand the polar 

regions through cutting edge 

research and collections 

Protect and conserve  

our polar heritage 
The Institute is a world leading 

centre for the study of the Arctic 

and Antarctic



Treasures in the Polar Museum include 
many of  Captain Scott’s last letters, 
artefacts from the search for Sir John 
Franklin in the Arctic, and a very well-
travelled telescope that has been both to 
Antarctica and into space. Over 50,000 
visitors a year enjoy exhibitions and events 
at the Museum, which is open year round 
and free to visit.

Inspire 

The Institute’s library is open to anyone  
who wants to use its outstanding collection 
of  over 100,000 books, maps and pamphlets. 
The library, which incorporates the Shackleton 
Memorial Library, includes rare collections 
of  material and is dedicated to making 
information globally available through  
the internet.

Discover 

Make a difference. Join us today.

Friends support helps  

towards acquisitions  

and care of collections



Protect
Discover 

Member benefits

The Institute has several research groups 
investigating a range of  globally important 
issues within the Arctic and Antarctic on 
both land and sea. Studies range from 
the links between glacier and ice-sheet 
shrinkage and global sea-level rise, to the 
impact of  climate change on the reindeer 
herding peoples of  the Siberian Arctic. 
We are also training the next generation 
of  polar researchers.

Understand 

With the support of its Friends, 

the Institute undertakes 

cutting edge polar research

The Institute’s archive holds the world’s 
largest and finest collection of  polar material 
relating to British exploration in the Arctic 
and Antarctic regions. Treasures include 
Shackleton’s Antarctic diaries. 

Alongside the archive, the Picture Library 
houses over 80,000 photographs including 
stunning images taken from the very early days 
of  exploration. 

Thanks to outstanding support, including that 
from the Friends, the Institute has been able  
to purchase over 100 negatives of  Captain 
Scott’s own photographs which had been 
believed lost. 



Our members enjoy a wealth of benefits, including:

By becoming a member you’re making the world of difference.  
Complete our membership form overleaf or visit our website to join:

www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends

£25 for an individual

£40 for two adults and  

any children aged up to 18  

at the same address

£400 for an individual

£650 for two adults  

at the same address

  A varied annual programme of 

exciting polar events.

  Twice yearly Polar Bytes magazine.

  E-newsletters with the latest news.

  A copy of the SPRI Annual Review 

providing information about the work  

of the Institute.

  Members only events including 

behind the scenes tours and the 

opportunity to meet our researchers, 

students and collections teams.

And most importantly...

 Supporting the pioneering work of 

the Scott Polar Research Institute – 

your money will go towards helping 

research, exhibitions, acquisitions, 

scholarships and other vital work.

 

Join for 
less than 

£3 a 
month

Why not 
buy as a 

gift?

Great 
value for 

the whole 
family

Annual Individual/Family 
Membership 

For further information,  
email: friends@spri.cam.ac.uk * 
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Life/Joint Life Membership 

Member benefits





Please complete the membership form below or join online, visit www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends

Title  Forename Surname 

(If applicable:)  Joint Membership title  Forename Surname

Home address

County/State Post/Zip Code

Country Tel Email

Please return this completed form to: Friends of SPRI, Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge

Lensfield Road, Cambridge CB2 1ER, UK. Do not send this form to your bank, return it directly to the address above. If you have any questions 

please contact the Secretary to the Friends, email: friends@spri.cam.ac.uk. 

Which level of membership?

   I/we enclose a cheque made payable to the University of Cambridge 

  I would prefer to pay my membership annually by standing order (please complete your details below)

 

Please tick as appropriate:    New membership    Renewal

To: The Manager (full name and address of your bank – in block capitals please)  

Post/Zip Code:  Please pay from my Account Name: 

Account Number: Sort code:    £

for a period of years (or during my lifetime, whichever period shall be shorter) 

commencing on                   final payment:                          Barclays Bank plc, 9-11 St Andrews Street, Cambridge, CB2 3AA,  

sort code 20-17-19, for the credit of the University of Cambridge, Bank Account Number 70195561  

Signed:  Date:

      /     /       /     /

Please quote ref
(Bank & office use only)

I would like the University of Cambridge to treat as Gift Aid donations, this, all future and any previous donations applicable within HM Revenue and Customs time 
limits and regulations until I notify you otherwise. 

 I can confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of UK Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax 
that all the Charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that it is my responsibility to 
pay any difference. 

Signed:  Date:

Notes:

1. You can cancel the declaration at any time by notifying the University of Cambridge.
2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital gains equal to the tax that Charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs reclaims, 

you can cancel your declaration (see note 1).
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate (additional rate) you can claim further tax relief in your Self-Assessment tax return.
4. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, please contact the University of Cambridge or visit the HM Revenue & Customs website www.gov.uk/claim-gift-aid.
5. Please notify the University of Cambridge if you change your name or address while the declaration is still in force.

Please send me details

      I do not wish my name to be published in University donor lists (anonymous)          I do not pay UK income or capital gains tax

Individual Family Individual Joint 

     Annual   £25   £40

     Life   £400   £650



From the Arctic to the Antarctic
you too can make a difference. Join us.

The Friends of the Scott Polar Research Institute 

www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends

S U P P O R T I N G  P O L A R  
S C I E N C E  A N D  H E R I T A G E 

Your polar journey begins here

Join us today.

Did you know...

Our Friends Artist in Residence programme uniquely sends 
contemporary artists to both the Arctic and the Antarctic.

The Friends have provided much needed support for 
purchasing and conserving a number of items in the 
Institute’s exceptional historic collection.

Friends of SPRI 
Scott Polar Research Institute
University of Cambridge
Lensfield Road  
Cambridge CB2 1ER   
UK

friends@spri.cam.ac.uk

www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends

+44 (0)1223 336540

@FoSPRI

Photography: Polar bears on ice floes © Ruth Mugford; Sculpture bust of Robert Falcon Scott © Julian Dowdeswell; HMS PROTECTOR at 
Rothera © Lucy Carty; Seals © Kyostia; SPRI Library bust © University of Cambridge; Unless otherwise stated all other images are copyright of 
the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge.
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