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the Polar museum at the Scott Polar research institute 

holds a unique collection of artefacts, journals, paintings, 

photographs, clothing, equipment, maps and other 

materials. Discover objects that have been on some of 

the world’s most iconic and dangerous journeys, including 

Captain Oates’s sleeping bag, the last letters of Captain 

Scott and the sextant from Sir ernest Shackleton’s perilous 

small boat journey from elephant island to South Georgia. 

Come and find out how people have adapted to survive in 

the frozen north and how past discoveries in the Arctic 

and Antarctic help today’s scientists to investigate our 

changing environment.

this autumn the Polar museum is taking part in the 

university of Cambridge’s city wide festival Curating 

Cambridge, which invites people and organisations from 

across Cambridge to curate their own 

collections, and to connect their stories 

to our collections in a celebration of our 

rich culture and heritage. 

the Polar museum’s contribution to 

Curating Cambridge is split into three 

parts: The Polar Muse is a poetry 

intervention in the permanent display 

and The Thing Is… is a temporary 

exhibition in collaboration with the other 

eight university collections and the local 

community. Caroline Wright will be 

Artist in residence during the festival, as 

part of her project Sawdust and Threads.

the POlAr muSeum

Discover the story of planet Earth’s coldest, 

driest, windiest, highest and

deadliest places …

eXhiBitiOn

ThE PolAr MusE 
Poetry in the Museum

24 september – 20 December 2014

The Polar Muse is a collaboration between the Polar 

museum, Pn review and eight of Cambridge’s most exciting 

and innovative poets. the poets have been commissioned 

to select an object from the collection as inspiration for a 

new poem, and given access to the full breadth of the Scott 

Polar research institute’s library and archive resources 

to conduct research. From 24 September, their poems 

will be presented on the glass of the display cases, in front 

of the object about which they are written, as an added 

layer of curation and interpretation. The Polar Muse seeks 

to harness the power of poetry to do what conventional 

museum interpretation can’t do: to engage with objects 

imaginatively, going beyond the handful of facts you can fit 

on a caption. 

left and cover detail: 
Satellite image of the Nenets Okrug, Russia, 
showing the Pechora river delta, 2000 
© Gareth Rees, Scott Polar Research Institute

right: 
Finback whale skeleton 
Photograph courtesy of Tom Mayle, University Museum of Zoology 

far right: 
‘Thinking of Flying’ by George Arluk 
© Scott Polar Research Institute / Martin Hartley
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eXhiBitiOn

ThE Thing is ...
A Curating Cambridge Project 

24 september – 20 December 2014

this exhibition explores the many 

ways in which we consider and care for 

museum objects, how and why objects 

gain meaning and why we collect them 

and their accompanying stories.

Pairing an object from each of the 

university of Cambridge museums and 

the Botanic Garden with an object 

taken from the reserve collections 

at the Polar museum, The Thing Is … uses innovative 

touch screen technology to explore the relationships 

between each pair and invites the public to contribute to 

the curatorial process. the dialogue between the objects 

highlights the often surprising correspondences between 

things and audiences. 

You will be able to choose between video, audio and text 

descriptions to find out about the objects, their histories 

and connections, and the ways in which we care for them. 

Tell us What You Think

Write 100 words about the objects on display and we will 

post these on our museum blog: 

www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/news 

email: museum@spri.cam.ac.uk

You can also let us know your thoughts and impressions via 

our twitter feed @Polarthing

Come and meet Caroline Wright as she begins to 

deconstruct and draw objects that have been earmarked 

for disposal. moccasins are unpicked to leave nothing but 

thread, leather and fur. equipment is taken apart to reveal 

the process of its making. each item will be treated with the 

care reserved for all museum objects and will be recorded, 

in drawings made by the artist. 

the de-accessioning process of any object is taken very 

seriously in museums. museums are responsible for 

safeguarding their collections. responsible disposal takes 

place as part of a museum’s long-term collections policy, to 

maximise public benefit derived from museum collections.

 

this live art project aims to explore and define questions 

around the nature of museum collections. Visitors are 

welcome to contribute by watching, commenting and 

participating in the process of deconstruction.

Our narrator is a fictional self-taught 

artist/ethnographer/musician who has 

been commissioned to make a new audio 

guide for the museum, selecting certain 

objects and using his ‘commentaries’ to 

reveal his fascinating theories of human 

Sawdust and Threads is a collaborative project between 
Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery, UCL Teaching & 
Research Collection and the Polar Museum.

history and academic study. in the process he also discloses 

some humorous and disturbing aspects of his own biography, 

the history of anthropology, and the history of colonialism. 

this new sonic artwork will be available for download and 

via the museum’s audio tour (a charge may apply).

www.cambridgeorpheus.org

PAul roonEY: ThE DigiTAl CurATor
21 october – 22 november

ArtiStS in reSiDenCe

CArolinE WrighT: sAWDusT AnD ThrEADs
28 october – 5 november 2014



For ChilDrEn 
& FAMiliEs

ThE CAMPsiTE
saturday 25 and sunday 26 october 
Free, drop-in, all ages
two days of activities on Christ’s Pieces during 
the October half term inspired by the university 
of Cambridge museums. 
rachel mars will work with us to create a new 
performance in response to our collections.
www.whereisthecampsite.org
www.rachelmars.org

FiTz FAMilY DAY: 
Curious Collections 
The Fitzwilliam Museum
Wednesday 29 october, 12noon – 4pm
Free, drop-in, all ages
the Polar museum goes on tour! As part of 
Curating Cambridge, we will join the other 
university of Cambridge museums to take over 
the Fitzwilliam museum’s family programme. 
Create and organise your own collection 
by joining in with various activities spread 
throughout the museum. What curious stories 
and connections will you discover between 
objects and creatures from every period of 
history around the world? 

WhAlE oF A TiME Family Drop in day 
saturday 15 november, 10.30am – 3.30pm 
Free, drop-in, all ages
have a whale of a time at our family drop in 
day. Join us in our Polar Ocean, hear whale 
song, stories from the depths and go fishing for 
information with our whale expert. Don’t forget to 
bring the whole pod for a virtual splash around.
including Ocean Song: Sounds of the sea workshop 
with the museum of Zoology team. (Separate 
booking required – see below)

oCEAn song: 
sounds of the sea workshop
saturday 15 november, 2pm
Add your voice to the wind and become a part of 
the new museum of Zoology. 
Welcoming the university museum of Zoology 
team to the Polar museum, Ocean Song: Sounds 
of the sea is a heritage lottery Funded project to 
collect voices that will form part of the soundscape 
in its new Whale hall opening in 2016. 
Begin by finding out how animals make and hear 
sounds. have a go at exploring your voice and 
creating different sounds for the atmospheric 
soundscape. no singing experience necessary, 
just enthusiasm. 
Booking, telephone: 01223 769355
email: umzc@zoo.cam.ac.uk

eVentS

For ADulTs

BiTE sizE
lunChTiME TAlk sEriEs
Tuesday 21 october, 1.15pm – 1.45pm
Tuesday 28 october, 1.15pm – 1.45pm
Tuesday 4 november, 1.15pm – 1.45pm 
enjoy a variety of free lunchtime talks relating to 
themes from our current exhibitions. 
See our website for more information.
Free, no booking required 
meet in the museum entrance hall.

in ConvErsATion WiTh A 
MusEuM: ThE PolAr MusE
Tuesday 4 november, 6pm – 7.30pm 
Free, booking required 
Join us for an evening with the poets whose 
new work forms an intervention in the museum 
galleries. this will be a fascinating opportunity 
to hear them reading their poems and discussing 
their experience of working with the museum as 
part of The Polar Muse project.

MusEuM EsCAPE
The Polar Museum Memorial hall 
Tuesday 11 november, 
4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm 7.30pm & 8.30pm
sedgwick Museum of Earth sciences, 
Crystal room 
Tuesday 18 november,
5pm, 6pm, 7pm & 8pm
Adults only. £30 per group. Booking required

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to 
escape the museum…

the Polar museum and the Sedgwick museum 
of earth Sciences bring you Museum Escape, an 
interactive live escape game. Find hints and clues, 
solve puzzles, and crack codes as you race against 
time to escape from a ‘locked room’. 
Designed for groups of 3 to 8 people, this game 
lasts for 45 minutes, beginning at set times. 
refreshments available.
to make a booking enquiry for either location, 
email: museumevents@spri.cam.ac.uk 

sPECiAl lATE nighT oPEning
Tuesday 11 november, 4.30pm – 8.30pm
Free, booking required
A special opportunity to see the museum at night. 
Come along and see why our museum is so special. 
refreshments available.

ThE Big gAME nighT
Friday 21 november, 6pm – 7.30pm
Adults only. Free, booking required
in collaboration with the university museum of 
Zoology, the Polar museum brings you a night of 
entertainment with our very own game shows, 
Just a minnow & Q-ice. Watch our contestants 
battle out for museum domination! Points will be 
given for knowledge, perseverance and, of course, 
for pure entertainment value.

For MorE inForMATion on EvEnTs
please see the Polar museum website:
www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/events
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support The Polar Museum 
take part in many special events by joining the 
Friends of the Scott Polar research institute 
www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends or by giving to 
www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/support

The Polar Museum
Scott Polar research institute
university of Cambridge
lensfield road
Cambridge CB2 1er

email: museum@spri.cam.ac.uk
telephone: 01223 336540
web: www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum

Follow us on
twitter @polarmuseum
facebook /polarmuseum

opening hours
tuesday – Saturday 10am – 4pm 
open Bank holiday mondays 
(Please see web site for details)

Admission is free

Travel
the Citi 1, Citi 3 and Citi 7 buses run regularly from 
the train station to the Catholic Church stop on 
hills road. We recommended using the Cambridge 
Park & ride system if travelling by road (01223 
718167) as there is no public parking at the institute.

Education
For information on our programme for schools and 
other groups or to book a group visit, please see 
www.spri.cam.ac.uk/museum/groupvisits

Access 
the museum provides wheelchair access and 
disabled toilet facilities. A hearing loop is available on 
request at the information desk.

shop
the museum Shop sells an exciting range of polar-
related items, providing information about the 
Arctic and Antarctic regions, as well as gifts, cards 
and clothing.

RAIL STATION

The POLAR 
MUSeUM


